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The Family Van Saving Smiles Program of Boston

Receives Grant from the Oral Health Foundation
By Alba Cruz, PhD, MPH, Executive Director, The Family Van Program, HMS

The Oral Health Founddion awarded a grant to the Family Van® Saving Smiles
Program in Bogon to equip and staff its mobile hedlth unit to providefree ora
hedlth education, preventive dental care, and enhanced access to dental servicesto
uninsured and undeinsured popuktionsin the Bogon neghbohoodsof Roxbuty,
Mattapan, and Dorchester.

This grant will allow the Family Van to contend with the appaent health disparity
in oral health access amonglow-income and minority residentsin Boson. A study
of low-income communities in Massachustts found that 38-48% of children
screened needed restorative dental care, with 9-14% requiring immediate referral
for treatment. Students screened in oneof theBogon high schools had 4 times as
many cavities as the naiond average (Report of the Special Legidative
Commission on Oral Health, February, 2000.

Thegrant money will beused by the Family Van, a program of Harvard Medical
School, in collaboration with two partnering community health centers, Mattapan
Community Health Center and Whittier Street Health Center, to integrate oral
health into its systemic approach to health care. The Family Van@ missionisto
educate, counsl, and screen community members and assist them in proactively
taking action to strengthen and protect ther bodies, minds families, and
communities. At full capacity, the Family Van serves up to 7,000 clients per year,
many of whomare youngadults and families with children. The Family Van will
paticularly focusits efforts on providing oral health education and intervention,
thusimproving thelikelihoodof success for preventive medical care, induding
prope oral hygieneand goodnutrition.
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