At home with BBS
The 2008 Housing Survey
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Who are you?
Out of 93 respondents, 31% were male and 69% female,
approximately reflecting the demographics of BBS.

What do you live in?
(4%) room-only

(68%) apartment

(12%) condominium
(3%) townhouse

(4%) free_Standing house How many per household?

(9%) dorm room 5 5
4 50 1%

How many? ,
Most (74%) of respondents are living alone or in a pair. 15%

14% found their housemates through social networking,
13% used public ads, and only 7% used Harvard’s
advertising/ roommate-finding services. 10% brought
their current housemate(s) with them when they came.

How did you find your place? 4%
(11%) Craigslist

(7%) other online serices (such as Redfin and GrandCentral Apartments.com)
(2%) advertisement in the Boston Globe

(1%) word of mouth

(8%) contacted a realtor directly or online

(2%) contacted the management company or owner directly

(2%) through church contacts

(5%) hookups from family or friends who already owned or lived in a place
(16%) Harvard services (Real Estate Office, Housing Office, Affiliated Housing)
(1%) applied for Vanderbilt dorm

(1%) applied to be a resident tutor




Why? Relationships/Housing Needs

We all choose the housing sig. other living
arrangement we do for a number out of the area
of reasons, particularly pertaining

5%

sig. other living

to our relationships. 44% of elsewhere in the
respondents coordinate their Boston area
housing only with themselves, 20% 5;'1%/'9—
~31% live with their significant °
other (married or not), and 20% do
not try to coordinate their housing ~ live with sig. other
with their S.O. though both live in 12%
the area.
married
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accessible Cambridge and walk- and
bike-able Brookline.

Cambridge:
B Of the folks in Cambridge, half of

them live directly in Harvard Square,
17% of them in Central Square or
Cambridgeport, 17% in Inman Square,
a few in Porter/Davis square, and a
few scattered in northern and eastern
Cambridge. Overall, these folks
reside in ~2bdrm 1-1.5bath
apartments, though Central and Inman

BROOKLINE
22%

CAMBRIDGE . .
26% Square especially has other options

like townhouses, condominiums, and
multi-family houses. Almost all respondents in Harvard Square live in apartments and
pay on average ~$1660 a month. Central has a higher average ($1911) but includes
townhouses, etc. while Inman has a lower average $1458, but fewer respondents.

Harvard Square Central Square Inman Square

Value for cost? **** **** ****
Management/landlord? **** **** ****
Having a car? **** **** ****
Neighborhood **** **** ****
Commutability **** **** ****



Harvard Square

* “Fantastic location--close to Harvard Cambridge campus for activities here, easy
commute to Longwood via the M2, lots of stuff to do in the area, good restaurants.

My building even has a parking garage so I can have a car to get out of the city.

* “Sometimes I wish I lived across the street from the longwood campus, but it's also nice
to get palpably far away from lab. And moving costs $$$.”

* “Unless you need a car, it's pretty nice to not have one.”

* “Lots of space, close to the Cambridge campus (sports practices, my lab, teaching
opportunities) close to many nice restaurants.”

* “Not cheap, the apartment is run-down in many ways (my roommate calls it ‘character’)

Central Square

* ”Parking is available if you get a residents sticker. The apartment is around the corner
from a M2 stop, CVS, supermarkets... a fantastic location (though maybe not the safest).”
e “Cambridge rocks!”

* “I would like more sun and trees around our apartment, but that is what I get for living
in a city.”

* “The place is great, I love it (though it will eventually get too small). We live about 2
minutes from the river which makes for great running/biking/rowing in good weather.
My commute is as little as 15 min (bike) or 45 (foot) or 30 (bus in bad weather).”

Cambridgeport

* “Very cheap, nice area, not too ghetto once you get past central square. Bus line 47 is 1
block away (goes right to Longwood), M2 is 8 short blocks away (at central square). I
have more space for the price than probably anyone I know in Boston. I also have a nice
deck which is great for parties and the summer. I'm right off the Red line so its real easy
to get into Boston, and easy to get to the airport via red line and silver line.”

* “Sometimes having to bus home sucks, esp after 10 pm. But it is only about a 10-15
min bike ride, and a 25-30 min walk. So if the weather isn't bad, there is no real
problem.”

¢ [ live South of Central, which is great cause it's beautiful and quiet (especially on
Sunday mornings, you can hear church choirs on every other block), but close to the cool
bars.”

Peabody Terrace

* “The M2 shuttle is two blocks from my apartment and very easy to commute to the
medical school. The apartments are very clean and have no carpet--very great if you have
allergies. The owners of Peabody Terrace (harvard housing) are very quick to fix any
repairs you might have. There is a parking garage right next to the complex if you have a
car, but it is rather pricey.”



Boston:

Those looking for a quick commute can take the Vandy deal ($700 for most single dorm
rooms, 6/47 Boston respondents), or hunt down their own deal around Longwood (4/47),
by Fenway (15/47), or in nearby Mission Hills (4/47). Whereas Fenway offers mainly
apartments, many of which are managed by the Copley Realty Group (the semi-
benevolent Galactic Empire of Boston), areas like Mission Hills and Jamaica Plain offer a
wider variety of housing options, such as condominiums for sale. Within the most
proximal areas, having a car is more often regarded as a hardship than an asset, while in
suburban neighborhoods like Roslindale, a car may be necessary depending on the
availability of public transportation.

Vanderbilt Fenway Mission Hill Jamaica Plain Allston
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Trilogy Building

* “The location is incredibly convenient - very
close to campus, grocery stores, the T, etc. All
utilities plus internet are included in the rent,
and the building has a gym as well as more
standard fare like laundry facilities and a
common room. Also, there is no security
deposit.”
* “I live in Trilogy, I like it because everything
is included (heat, AC, electricity, water,
AND internet) and it is well managed. The
bedrooms are big, and I live in a double studio
so I have my own bathroom. Laundry in the
building is cheaper than most laundromats. ”
*“Not exactly cheap (though it also does not significantly stress my finances), lack of a
living room (double studio at Trilogy... I'm envious of friends with couches).”

Vanderbilt Hall

* “Convenience. Gym. Laundry Facilities. Roll out of bed and go to class. Building is
well maintained.”

* “The vanderbilt hall is concentrated with medical students and international graduate
students.”

* “Vanderbilt hall is so close to the medical area, and it makes it very convenient to

come and go from lab very late at night, or at irregular times. The price is reasonable, we
have maids to clean the whole floor, bathroom and kitchen every day. We are living
among medical students, so that you can have a lot of scientific and medical
communications with people around, and they are all very understanding. It's also close



to the D, and E T lines. Several buses are in right in front of the building. Vanderbilt
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* “No cable in rooms (one TV in the whole building), communal bathrooms (and a small
number compared to residents), small communal kitchens, annoying security and
package-pickup systems.”

* “Noisy because Vandy is close to so many hospitals...you always hear sirens.”

* “Not well managed in shared facilities, like kitchen.”

* “Vandy might be good first year, as it's easy to get to classes. Wouldn't advice staying
there for your whole graduate career.”

* “Medical students tend to steal food, if you have enough space to stick it into the
overflowing fridge or freezer in the first place.”

Fenway
* “Amazingly convenient to campus, great restaurants, bars, and social scene. And easy
s to grocery store (Shaws) and the T. The Fenway neighborhood caters to young
professionals. The Copley Group is a little pricey, but the buildings are in great shape
and the 24 hour maintenance staff is very attentive.”

“cheap apartments are crappy-looking (i.e. dirty hallways, bad upkeep, occasional lack
of hot water in the morning)” —a respondent whose rent is $975
* “Smaller space for the money than some neighborhoods, can be a bit loud sometimes,
you should probably like baseball to avoid being irritated by Red Sox fans.”



* “Close to lab, close to other activities, and exciting during baseball season.”

* “Can be hard to park, loud during games, expensive for what you get.”

* “It is very cheap. Comes to 675$ each including heat and hot water. We each pay 20$
for electricity and 17 dolars for the internet(We don't have a TV or a land phone). So, at
the cost of a Vanderbilt dorm room, where you share the same kitchen and bathroom with
a bunch of people, we are living with the luxury of sharing the bathroom and the kitchen
with only one other person. It is extremely close to school and the longwood medical
area. Mean walking time is 12minl7sec with the SD of 1min4sec. No transportation
costs. The apartment complex has a lovely common garden.”

* Re: BU West — “In front of, or next to, a 24hr Shaw's Market, Super 88, awesome
gym, T and bus stop, Brown Sugar, 10 other restaurants, three sporting goods stores, and
pretty much anything else you can think of. Also, 10-15 min bike ride to longwood
which can be done through out the year.”

Jamaica Plain

* “The apartment is a great deal because we have a lot of space for only $1200/month.”
* “A little out of the way, less to do, have to cab it home late at night”

* “5 minutes from Longwood campus by train or 39 bus, but quiet private area. Easy to
get groceries, etc. Deleaded and secure, important for my child. Don't even notice my
neighbors.”

Brighton

* “Easy commute on the greenline to Longwood. B, C, D branches of greenline and 86
bus to Cambridge are all nearby so it's easy to get to a bunch of different places and for
friends to visit.”

* “Parking is difficult. Boston College students in the neighborhood (but none in my
building) can be rowdy and loud on weekends.”

* “No parking and far from downtown Boston/Cambridge.”

* “65 bus takes you right to HMS and you can have pets, no undergrads allowed to rent in
the building and the surrounding buildings”

* “In the evening and the weekends there is no bus and it takes 30-50 min to get to work
depending on if you take the T for a little bit in the middle.”

Mission Hill

* “Proximity to HMS, quality for price.”

* “Noisy college students.”

* “Walk to med school in ~10 min. Live at top of hill, gorgeous view of city skyline.
Very residential, quiet.”

* “Not very many of my fellow student live in this area. Some people feel like it's not a
great neighborhood, but I don't feel unsafe where I live and there are many students
around.”

* “I'm a 10 minute walk to campus, 5 min. to the grocery store, 30 sec. from the Green E
line, 39 and 66 bus routes, so it's very convienent. I'm also a short walk away from
Brookline Village and Jamaica Plains, so it's close to a lot of fun places.”



Roslindale

* “Roslindale is extremely convenient to the medical area (and MGH and Kendall Square
for that matter). [ have a dog and love my neighborhood b/c I have a fenced-in back yard
where she can run around. We own our place, and found that we got a lot of space for the
$ in Roslindale when compared to other neighborhoods of Boston/Cambridge/Brookline.
The neighborhood is also largely populated with people of a similar demographic -- late
twenty- to thirty-somethings starting families, that sort of thing. For me it is perfect, since
I am an older student and being surrounded by undergrads would be annoying to me.
Roslindale also has some really great restaurants and is convenient to shopping centers in
Dedham and major highways.”

* “Being able to live alone and afford an apartment that isn't the size of a large closet.”

* “You definitely want a car to live in Roslindale, even though it is still technically a part
of Boston. The subway doesn't reach where I live, so I go to work on the commuter rail.”

Allston

* “Living in Allston is pretty far away from campus, it takes me at least 35 minutes to get
to class/lab. Living by myself is also very expensive, I pay about $1300/month in rent
and bills. Having a roommate will save you at least $400 every month. I plan to move
closer to either campus or my thesis lab when my current lease is up just for the
convenience. I might also get a roommate to help reduce costs. Chances are I'll end up in
Fenway or Cambridge.”

* “It's nice, by the river and everything. Not too far away from Trader Joe's and Shaws.
Cambridge is right cross the river. All utilities and internet are included.”

e “Commute to HMS is more difficult (have to take the bus), on the B line.”

Brookline:

In 2006 it was the third most educated city in the U.S. according to
CNNmoney.com (32.5% of residents have graduate degrees; Newton and Cambridge
come in 15" and 16" at 26.9% and 26.3%, respectively). Check out its current stats at:
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bplive/2007/snapshots/PL2509210.html

Overall, respondents from Brookline lived mainly in the Coolidge Corner area
(12/20), and many found it more affordable to split an apartment than to live alone (>3
people/apt) with an avg. ~3bdrm, ~2bath. Thus, the avg. monthly rent for a household
was $2490, but per person was only $729. Other areas included Brookline Village
(3/20), Washington Square (3/20), Brookline Hills (1/20), and Cleveland Circle (1/20).
Based on data from only a few households, the avg. monthly rent per household in
Washington Sq. was $2283 ($761/person) and in Brookline Village $1433 ($716/person).

Coolidge Corner Brookline Village Washington Sq.
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Coolidge Corner

* “Lots of old people/yuppies.”

* “It takes ~20-25 minutes to walk to the Longwood medical area. On a snowy day that
could be tough.”

* “Very close to school, very safe and convenient neighborhood, lots of restaurants, close
to T stop.”

* “I think it's worth paying the extra money to live at Coolidge Corner rather than near
Cleveland Circle. It's great not to have to depend on public transportation to get to work.”
* “Old building, drafty, poor maintenance.”

* “Quiet when you need quiet, close to the T for when you don't.”

* “No overnight parking streetside, crotchety neighbors.”

* “I can walk to work and there are many great restaurants in Coolidge Corner. [I am]
moving in with significant other, but would like to stay in Coolidge Corner.”

* “Rent can get pricey.”

* “It is near a lot of good restaurants, coffee shops and store. It is close to the Longwood
medical area, but it is not right next to it.”

* “Very nice apartment, lots of space.”

* “The area is pretty nice, our apartment is a good deal for the area, large common living
space (great for parties, etc.)”

Cleveland Circle

* “Neighborhood has less restaurants/shops than other more popular areas; many Boston
College kids in the area so it can be noisy/crowded/young-feeling.”

* “Cheaper than living directly in Boston; easy commute to Longwood on D line; easy
access to B, C, and D Green lines; fun bars and cheap movie theater nearby.”

Washington Square

* “Walking distance to bank, dry cleaners, liquor store, grocery store, hardware store,
good restaurants, etc.”

* “Next to restaurants, T stops, and supermarket. The commute to work is about 30-45
minutes.”

* “The building management is not helpful. I couldn't afford to live there next year if the
rent goes up significantly.”

* “I have only lived in Brookline and I enjoy the area. The perk is that there is a Trader
Joe's in Coolidge Corner.”

* “Wild turkeys, no joke. Also it's not super convenient getting to/from Cambridge.”

Brookline Village/Longwood

* “The location is great. It's 1.5 minutes to the Brookline Village T stop, less than 10
minutes to Coolidge Corner, 10 minutes to Washington Sq. As for the commute, it's
perfect. It's a 15-20 minute walk to LMA (5 min. by bike). There is a Partners shuttle that
picks up in Brookline Village, so that's a free ride. Also, the 65 bus runs right by my
house so if it's raining, I can hop that.”

* “I have a car and only pay 50 a month for a parking spot, so it is also possible and
affordable to bring a car.”



General advice:

* “Avoid HRES at all costs. I lived in the Trilogy building last year and hated it--poorly
managed, tiny apartments, overpriced. HRES in general seems poorly managed and
inefficient.”

* “I have heard horror stories from other people that have landlords who do not fix their
heat, plumbing, etc. on a timely basis. This is one thing to watch out for--see if the
landlord has a good reputation at any apartment you are thinking of renting!! Also beware
of deposits that need to be made ahead of time, and the return status once you would
leave an apartment. I have friends who have had problems getting back their deposits,
even though the apartment was returned in excellent condition.”

* “Best advice for finding a good apartment in greater Boston: start looking early, and
don't settle for anything too expensive or too crappy; good affordable apartments are out
there, they can just take a long time to find.”

Hookups:

Your BBSmates have kindly offered to give you more information and referrals to help
get you into their buildings if you’re interested in:
Back Bay Manor
The building with the dance party on Huntington Ave. (dance party not included)
Buying a condo or house (advice)

Email the Housing Tour Committee and we’ll put you in touch!

Lillian Merriam limerriam@gmail.com
Mary Rodgers mrodgers@fas.harvard.edu
Jenny Sims jsims@fas.harvard.edu



