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the risk of developing Alzheimer’s disease later in
life,” he said. Since there are no known cures or
preventive measures, Rebeck said he did not advo-
cate the widespread use of genetic tests for Alzhe-
imer’s at the moment.

Reed Pyeritz ‘72 William Rebeck’91

Yet genetic tests could be extremely useful for those
atrisk of developing Marfan’s syndrome, said Reed
Peyritz, '72. Marfan’s syndrome, which affects one
in4,000 people, is characterized by attenuated limbs,
curved spines, ocular defects, and, most damaging,
cardiovascular defects. Several years ago, Peyritz,
who is chair of the Department of Human Genetics
at MCP-Hahnemann School of Medicine, in collab-
oration with colleagues, discovered that the fibril-
lin gene is mutated in people with Marfan’s syn-
drome. Fibrillin interacts with other proteins to form
elastin fibers, which are the basis for skin, bone, and
other tissues. A mutation in the fibrillin gene could
easily produce widespread abnormalities, Peyritz
said.

Fortunately, Marfan’s syndrome can be effective-
ly treated. In fact, several years ago, Peyritz helped
develop and test surgical and chemical protocols
that have saved the lives of hundreds of Marfan’s
patients. “Yet seven years after the discovery of the
mutation in the fibrillin gene, there is not a single
lab providing diagnosis of Marfan’s using a genet-
ic test,” said Peyritz.

by Misia Landau
Printed with persmission from fune 19,1998 FOCUS, a

Publication of Harvard Medical Schoool, Office of Pub-
lic Affairs.
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Whar 1deas do you have ror events?

One 1dea 1s 1o pormulare an honor roll op yaculty and
aluemni that will wenripy unigue accomplishwents, ror
example: Nobkel Prize winners;proGress Towards diver-
siTy.

Please plan 1o contribute your 10eas and your energy 1o
making The celebration a success by contacting any of
the members or the working comantree, listed below, or
Carole Somol, by email o FAX.

Dennis Vaccaro, ‘77, Physiology :
<0VACCARO @ 1X. HETCOMme .COm>

Harold Amos, *52, Microbiology : FAX: 617-738-7664

George Hauser, ‘55, Bzocbemzsmy :
<warren.med.harvard.edu>

Jocelyn Spragg, ‘69, Microbiology :
<)SpraGG @hms harvard.edu>




NEWS
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University of Rochester School of Medicine
Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics

On September 10,1998, Dr. Anderson was informed
that he will receive an Infectious Diseases Society
of America (IDSA) Citation. The Citation will be
presented at the IDSA Annual Business Meeting on
Saturday, November 14,1998, in Denver, Colorado.
The Society Citation is given in recognition of the
development of effective vaccines for the control
and virtual elimination of invasive disease due to
Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib).
email:<110754.1154@compuserv.com>

Cyril M. Kay, '56 Physical Biochemistry is now
professor emeritus in the Biochemistry Department
at the University of Alberta which he joined in 1958.
He is also a founder and principal investigator of
the Protein Engineering Network of Centres of Ex-
cellence, a scientific alliance across Canada of some
50 researchers whose mission it is to interact with
industry, government and other academic centers.
Since 1974 he has been co-director of the Medical
Research Council of Canada Group in Protein Struc-
ture and Function, winning the distinguished sci-
entist award on the occasion of the 75th anniver-
sary of the medical school at the University of
Alberta.

Dr. Kay has served on a number of committees, both
at his institution and on national and international
organizations. He is a past president of the Cana-
dian Biochemical Society, a past associate editor of
the Canadian Journal of Biochemistry and the
founding editor of Paabs Review, a review journal
in biochemistry and molecular biology.

Dr. Kay has published more than 270 papers in
physical biochemistry, focused mainly on the struc-
ture-function relationships of muscle and calcium-
binding proteins. Especially noteworthy among his
numerous distinctions and awards are election as
Fellow of the New York Academy of Sciences, as
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and as mem-
ber of the Order of Canada.

Charles O. (Chip) Rutledge, '66 Pharmacology is
Professor of Pharmacology and Dean at the School
of Pharmacy and Pharmacal Sciences of Purdue
University as well as at the Schools of Pharmacy,
Nursing and Health Sciences. He has held these
posts since 1987 following a distinguished career
at the University of Colorado School of Medicine
(1967-75) where his Harvard advisor, Norman
Weiner, was pharmacology chairman, and as Chair-
man of the Department of Pharmacology and Toxi-
cology at the School of Pharmacy, University of
Kansas (1975-87). During the latter period he was
also the Victoria Professor of Pharmacology at the
Victorian College of Pharmacy in Australia.

His studies include the neurochemical mechanism
of action of amphetamine and the metabolism of
levodopa in Parkinsonism patients. He also led a
large project on the lipid environment necessary for
the optimal function of neurotransmitter receptors
and amine carriers.

Chip has been very active in professional organiza-
tions as member and chairman of a variety of com-
mittees, particularly of the American Association
of Colleges of Pharmacy and the American Society
for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics.
He has served as president of both these societies.

According to colleagues Chip seeks out leadership
positions, sets standards and defines his vision for
the future, focusing on the most important prob-
lems. He is described as an individual who plans
carefully, pursues the truth and demands the best
of his associates. These qualities are blended with a
fine sense of humor.

Dr. Rutledge and his wife Jane have a son and three
daughters, all of whom have now graduated from
college. The parents live in West Lafayette, Indiana.
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Is there anything you would like to communicate to your fellow DMS alumnaeli?
We would be glad to edit and print it in the next newsletter.

This is your newsletter—participate in making it successful!!"!!!




Diversity in Research Careers
On March 4, 1999, from 3 to 5 PM,
the Division of Medical Sciences will sponsor a panel discussion of
successes, strategies, and challenges
for advancement of women and members of under-represented minority groups in research careers.

The panelists will include a diverse group of academicians
with expertise in the assessment and practice of faculty development:
Professor Virgina Valian, Hunter University, author of “Why So Slow: The Advancement of Women”;
Professor Joseph L. Martinez, Jr., University of Texas at San Antonio,
formerly faculty assistant to the chancellor for affirmative action at UC Berkeley
Professor Deidre Labat, Xavier University, Vice President for Academic Affairs.

A reception for the panel and audience will follow from 5 to 6 PM.
This event is part of the “Celebration of the 30th Anniversary of Affirmative Action”

Looking Ahead: Other events coming up
Wednesday, June 9, 1999, 4pm-6pm, Symposium
6pm-7pm Coleus Society Reception
Thursday, June 10, 1999, 9am-12 Noon, Presentations by HMS/HSDM Minority Alumni
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